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Good afternoon, 

Firstly, my apologies that I am unable to join you today for your official Centenary 
Launch. This is because I am currently holding the Chief Commissioner’s Council 
Meeting at Baden Powell Scout Centre. Venturer Thomas Hoffman will now read this 
message of congratulations on my behalf. 

Greetings from Scouts Australia (NSW Branch)! As your Chief Commissioner of Scouts 
Australia (NSW Branch), I am delighted to be in this role during your Centenary 
Celebrations. 

100 years of scouting for a group is no light feat! This marks 100 years of outstanding 
service to the Lindfield community. 100 years of developing tens of thousands of youth 
– in life skills and personal attributes (including confidence and resilience) that are not 
taught in schools or at home. 

You are also celebrating 100 years of creating opportunities for the youth of your 
community. And over the years, youth members from 1st Lindfield have achieved 
many important milestones in their personal development. 

On 22 September 1920, the 1st Lindfield Scout Group was established by 
schoolteacher, Mr Albert N. Woods. This was at the request of three students, Don 
Albert, Nip Lawrence and Bill South. 

Even back then, the teacher saw the need for young people to have the scouting 
experience – something I regard as an essential service. From humble beginnings with 
1 leader and 3 scouts, using the Methodist church on Tryon Road, Lindfield this group 
has grown to now involve over 130 youth members 

1st Lindfield – you should be very proud of yourselves! Indeed, you have done us 
proud! 



In particular, I wish to acknowledge the wonderful work of all our volunteers – past and 
present, leaders and supporters. That includes the strong Group Committee and parent 
supporter base, without your dedicated service and wonderful commitment, this 100 
year of scouting would not have been possible. 

I am extremely proud of all your achievements. I hope you enjoy your centenary year. I 
also hope you continue to prosper for decades to come. Congratulations to one and all! 

A huge B-R-A-V-O to you! 

Yours in Scouting 

 

Neville Tomkins OAM JP  
Chief Commissioner  
Scouts NSW  
15 February 2020 


